Group sells to county
instead of developers

By Janice Morse

Enguirer staff writer

LIBERTY TWP. — A change of heart and a
handshake on Friday rescaled a deal that wili
boost a $30 million Butler County road project,
permapently preserve parkiand and aliow Girl
Scouts to continue enjoying day camps.

“The execntive directors of two organizations
Iooked each other in the eve and said, We havea
wvalid contract, let's get on with i~ said John
Fonner, the county’s transportation director, af-
ter ipecting in Blue Ash with Barbara Bonifas,
chief executive officer of the Girl Scouts-Great
Rivers Council Inc.

The council board had voted Wednesday to
seltits Camp Timber Hill to 2 housing developer
instead of to Fonner's agency, the Butler County
“Transportation Improvement District.

But in a reversal of that decision, council ex-
ecutives and Fonner “reached a mutual under-
standing regarding our originai contract.” Fon-
ner said.

“Lknow there are alot of travelers, park users
and Scouts in the region that will be happy to
know that we've landed in the right spot,” he
ssaid.

Council spokeswomen repeatedly declined to
answer questions about the deal, but issued
statements via e-mails and on the councils In-
ternet site.

Karin Drake, leader of Troop 5907 in Fair
field, said she thinks that the council “didn’t like
the negative publicity” that their Wednesday
vote generated. She also thinks the council
didn't want to fight an eminent domain battle
that Butler County Commiissioner Mike Fox
threatened to wage.

Dirake said she and other scout leaders were
oufraged at the council's vote to sell the camp to
PEM Development.

“That property was given fo them as a gilt,
from someone who realized how awesome it
would be for girls {o have that kind of aren as a
camp,” Drake said. “For them to even consider
sedling it to a developer is unthinkable. It goes
ainst everything we teach the girls about con-
serving resources and enjoving the outdoors.”

Fonger said the criginal land-swap deal was
revived after he and council executives cleared
up a misunderstanding over contract dead-
lines.

Fonner said counci executives also apparent-
ly didn’t realize the key role the camp sale would
play in the Liberty interchange project,
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Ttwasn't until council executives
suw news reports indicating the
council’s action would delay the in-
terchange.

‘Although the Fairfield Township
cidnp sits miles away from the pro-
posed interchange off Inferstate 75
and Ohio 129, the canp’s sale will
set-off a chain of events that will al-
low officials to complete the first
nhase of the interchange project,

The TID plans to transfer the
camp land to the Bufler Metro-
Parks. In exchange, MetroParks
woild give two parcels of former
federal park land near the inter
change site in West Chester Town-
ship to the TID,

The parcels, fotaling 15 acres,
are considered useless as parkland.
But they cannot be sold outright.

They can only be transferred in ex-
change for other {and to be used as
parkland forever, Muska ex
plained. And the Nationa! Park
Service must approve the swap,

On Friday, Fonner said the
Council's  executive  officers
pledged to sell the camp to the TID
rather than to PBM Development.
Fonner said he doesn't know
whether the council will meet again
to officially rescind #s Wednesday
vote to sell to PBM. A spokesman
for that developer did not return
phone calls Friday.

Butler County commissioners
on Monday will consider whether
to lend the TID the money needed
o complete the SL5 million sale,
with the understanding that the
TID will repay the county,
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