3/3/2015

State OKs $10 million for fixes at ‘dangerous’ railroad crossing | www.journalnews.com

Follow us on

Tuesday, March 3, 2015 | 10:28 a.m.
Subscribe | Today's paper | Customer care
Sign In | Register

Search
Posted: 6:00 p.m. Monday, March 2, 2015
COMPLETE COVERAGE: HAMILTON

State OKs $10 million for fixes at ‘dangerous’ railroad crossing
By Vivienne Machi
Staff Writer
HAMILTON — A major Hamilton infrastructure project more than a century in the making just got a big step forward as $10 million in state funds was approved to support its
construction in 2016.
Last week, the Ohio Department of Transportation’s Transportation Review Advisory Council (TRAC) approved to budget $10 million in state funds for the South Hamilton Crossing.
The project that will replace atgrade railroad crossings with a bridge overpass by extending Grand Boulevard west to Pleasant Avenue and then to University Boulevard.
TRAC recommended allocating the funds this past December, but it’s a relief to know that the funding is definitely coming through, said David Spinney, director for the Butler County
Transportation Improvement District.
“Without the aid of the ODOT funds, we really did not have the ability to go forward with the project,” he said.
The project’s current budget of $28.8 million will be funded in part by the city of Hamilton, which is contributing approximately half of the price tag, according to Public Works
Director Richard Engle. The city has also received $2.45 million in funding from OKI Regional Council of Governments, and $500,000 from the Transportation Improvement District
to pay for property and rightofway acquisition, which is currently underway. Spinney said that the district may provide another $250,000 for construction costs, and Engle said that
CSX, whose railroad tracks flow through the city, should contribute about 5 percent of the cost.
“This will close a very dangerous crossing for them, and they are always interested in closing crossings, (and) having more open space between crossings,” Engle said.
In 2010, the Butler County Transportation Improvement District became the lead agency in restarting the project in cooperation with ODOT, at the request of the city of Hamilton.
“It’s a project that obviously, the city has been interested in for a long time, and the district came online to show that we were really serious and this was an important project for the
region and county,” Spinney said.
Currently, there is only one grade separation along the CSX line where traffic is not routinely stopped by trains passing through: Over High Street just before Martin Luther King, Jr.
Boulevard. Adding another connector would provide commuters into and through the city with an alternate route, thus freeing up the High Street traffic that tends to build up through
Hamilton’s core.
“It also connects that whole section of Hamilton to the east, which ultimately has a much better connection to Bypass 4, so it makes the network function better,” Spinney continued.
Once rightofway and property acquisitions are complete, construction advertising should begin through ODOT by the end of the year, Engle said. While construction depends
upon raising the full funds needed — the project is still short about $4 million — the tentative timeline shoots for early 2016 to begin construction, and completion by 2018.
“We hope to make up that $4 million in a number of different ways, but $10 million goes a long way toward making this project happen,” Spinney said.
Ohio Rep. Wes Retherford, RHamilton, urged support of this project when a public comment period was open this past January.
“Being able to fix this dangerous, and often congested, intersection will greatly enhance the travel, safety and economic opportunities for everyone that works and lives in the area,”
he said.

More News

You Might Also Like

Promoted Stories

Grand jury indicts ex, holds off on indicting mother in fatal fire
Amber Alert issued for Indiana siblings
Local schools see slump in substitute teachers
Trial date set for man accused of killing elderly Monroe woman
Woman pleads guilty in cheating Mason family out of Disney vacation
Woman accused of stealing $189,000 from employer

Embarrassing Men’s Condition Could Be Indicator for Something Worse
(HealthCentral)

Best Graduate Schools with No GMAT Required (Learn.org)
The Best Kept Secret to Getting Must Have TaylorMade Golf Clubs for Next
to Nothing (LifeFactopia)
The 30 Most Expensive Colleges In America (Shockpedia)
Top 3 Schools That Waive the GMAT Requirement (Learn.org)
Millennials Are Drinking So Much Wine They're Changing How It's Sold
(Popdust)
Recommended by

Comments
If you would like to post a comment please Sign in or Register

Cancel

Edit comment

http://www.journalnews.com/news/news/stateoks10millionforfixesatdangerousrailro/nkMRJ/

1/2

