By Jennifer Edwards

Enguirer staff writer

LIBERTY TWP. - Fund-
ing is stalled for a new Inter-
state 75 exit to relieve traffic
congestion and attract com-
mercial development,

“Quite honestly, we are
talking about the future of Lib-
erty  Township,” Trustee
Christine Matacic said.

The $30 million to $50 mil-
lion project is to be paid for in
part by a special tax district
called a joint economic devel-
opment district. It would allow
a 1.5 percent earnings tax to
be collected from hundreds of
workers in'a 960-acre area sur-
rounding the Liberty inter-
change. :

The district is projected to
generate $6 million to $11 mil-
lion in earnings taxes annual-
ly by 2024, assuming the land
is fully developed into busi-
ness use,

To impose the tax volun-
tarily, Liberty Township offi-
cials have been trying to con-
vince a majority of property
and business owners in the
tax district area to join it.

While some of the largest
property owners have, most
have not. So far, 79 24
percent) out of 333 have a-
greed, according to the town-
ship; 51 percent is needed.

“Some of these businesses
just don’t have time to sit
down and talk about it,” Ma-
tacic said. “Others may look at
itand say, ‘Tam not sure about
this. I'll check into it’ and then
they just never get into doing
it. Others may look at it and
say, ‘It'satax. I don’t want any-
thing to do with a tax.” ”

Liberty officials hoped to
begin receiving the tax money
by mid-summer.

The township recently en-
tered into a contract not to ex-
ceed $20,000 with KMK Con-
sulting Co. of Cincinnati to
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contact each property or busi-
ness owner and explain the
benefits of joining the tax dis-
trict. The township will re-
evaluate the situation in 45
days.

At the end of June, if
enough owners still haven’t a-
greed, they could decide to
ask voters to decide on the fall
ballot whether the township
should impose the tax district.

Another option would be to
keep trying to convince the
business owners to join, pos-
sibly delaying construction.

Ifthe interchange isn’t built-
soon, leaders fear the land
surrounding it will be devel-
oped as homes, as much of
the township already has.
That means a higher tax

“burden for residents for

things like schools, roads and
fire service, Matacic noted.

“We don’t have all the infor-
mation to even make a deci-
sion,” said Jason Harter, head
pro at the 1i10-acre Green
Crest Golf Course adjacent
northbound I75 in Liberty
Township. His family owns
the golf course,

“Most people don’t enjoy
being taxed at all,” he said.

E-mail jedwards@engurier-
.com.

E CINCINNATI ENQUIRER




