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WEST CHESTER TWP.

— Thousands of workers in

part of this Butler County .

township might have to fork
over an earnings tax by year’s
end. o

People who work in the
township’s northeast corner
could face a 1 percent or 1.5
percent tax to help fund road
improvements, -including a
multimillion-dollar  highway
interchange in a neighboring
community.

West Chester Township

:&& rate possible in _woaes ow West Chester Twp.

Administrator Judi Boyko
confirmed Monday that the
township is in preliminary
talks with the city of Hamilton
and property owners along
Cox Road between Tylersville
and Hamilton-Mason roads.
Under the plan, a joint eco-
nomic development district
would be established over
about 300 acres in that area.
Unlike cities, Ohio town-
ships cannot charge earnings
taxes. In fact, some people
move to townships in part to

escape city income taxes. But
Ohio townships can form
such tax districts with nearby
cities to collect that city’s
earnings tax over a portion of
their township.

In this' case, Hamilton
would impose an earnings tax
on workers in a geographical
area West Chester leaders se-
lect and return a yet-to-be-de-

termined amount to West

Chester.
Hamilton would keepa por-
tion for its administrative part

in the plan.

Some of West Chester’s
proceeds would go to help pay
for the $30 million to $50 mil-
lion Liberty Interchange proj-

ect that is expected to start.
this year just north of West:

Chester in Liberty Township.

Revenue from the tax dis-
trict, which has yet to be de-
termined but is anticipated to
be millions annually, also
would go to widen or other-
wise improve Tylersville
Road, likely near where a $200

million hospital is planned to
start construction this sum-
mer. .

“It's all very preliminary
and just exploratory,” Boyko
said. “We wanted to be able to
help contribute to the inter-
change construction and we
could not identify a revenue
stream to do that.”

Trustees likely will tell her
to move forward at the next
township meeting, Feb. 14.

See TRX, Page B2
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Liberty Interchange

From Page B1

Trustees George Lang and
Catherine Stoker said Monday

they are eager for the inter-

change to be expanded because

itis expected to ease traffic con-

gestion on Tylersville Road and
boost economic development.
Trustees said they also want
to ensure a quick, safe route into
the hospital, Cox Road just north.
of Tylersville Road.
Legally, all that West Chester

and Hamilton leaders need to

impose the tax is approval from a

majority of the property and’

business owners involved, not

the workers who would pay the

That didn’t sit too well Mon-
day with some workers in the
tax district area.

“I don’t agree with that at all,”
sald Jordan Moore, 19, as she
folded clothes at Scrubs & Be-
yond in the Voice of America
shopping center at Cox and Ty-
lersville roads. “I wish I didn’t
live or work in West Chester. It's

v growmg too fast, They are not
going to be able to keep up with
itall”

West Chester has about
60,000 residents and a daytime
work population of about 50,000
people ~ most of whom do not
live in the township, Boyko said.

E-mail jedwards@engurier.com.

‘What it means ...

To workers in the 300-acre tax dis-
frict area along Cox Road between
Tylersville and Hamilton-Mason
roads: They would pay an eamings
tax of either 1 percent or 1.5
percent, depending on which trust-
ees choose.

To West Chester Townshlp Money
generated from the special tax dis-
trict would go toward the $30 mil-
lion to $50 million Liberty Inter-
change project in neighboring
Liberty Township, a new highway exit
off Intérstate 75 at an expanded
eastward Ohio 129 with ramps at
Hamilton-Mason Road.

To Liberty Township: It would not
enter into the tax district with West

‘Chester but proceeds would go to

help pay for the interchange, which
is expected to spur-business devel-
opment in residentially heavy Liber-

ty.

- To Hamilton: The city would likely’

keep a small portion of the tax dis-
trict proceeds for collecting the
eamings tax. It wasn't clear Monday
what the city would spend its share
on. -

To West Chester homeowners: They
will not be expected to pay the eam-
ings tax unless they work in the
300-acre, tax district zone along Cox
Road between Tylersville and Hamil-
ton-Mason roads.



